
Call to action T 
he simplicity of com-
munity action is 
summed up in the 

very name of the organiza-
tion. Initiated during the War 
on Poverty, Community Ac-
tion was the impetus for 
change: for individuals, in local 
communities, across the nation. 
Community action is about empow-
ering people to develop more com-
pletely, to contribute more gener-
ously to the neighborhoods and 
policies that affect our children and 
families. 

  At Community Action of Nebraska, we 
know how that simple premise can af-
fect each of us as we all work to create 
an economy that benefits all of us. As 
the number of working poor continues 
to increase, we invite all of our partners 
and neighbors to work beside our 
member agencies to create healthy 
environments for each family. 

  Community Action of Nebraska (CAN) 
created many opportunities for grass-
roots initiatives in 2007: the inaugural 
efforts of a Poverty Solutions Tour, 
piloting a statewide needs assessment 
tool, and ongoing collaborations with 
statewide partners on the further imple-
mentation of the Stateôs Homeless 
Management Information System. 

  At the State Community Action Asso-
ciation office, we worked to build new 
partners in 2007, solidify the activities 
prioritized by the 27-member board, 
and most importantly engaged commu-
nities in conversations to increase 
awareness for the conditions and 
causes of poverty in our State, as well 
as the solutions that CAA and partner-
ing organizations use to help people 

CAN Board  

2007 Executive Committee  
 

President - Robin Snyder             
Goldenrod Hills Community Action                       

CAN Board member for 13 years. 

 

Vice President - Karen Shepard  
Eastern Nebraska                         

Community Action Partnership                                  

CAN Board member for 6 years. 

Secretary - Sherri Hansen,          

Community Action Partnership of    
Mid-Nebraska;                                      

CAN Board member for 10 years. 

Treasurer - Vicky McNealy, Southeast 
Nebraska Community Action;        

CAN Board member for 11 years. 
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opportunities. 

   Our efforts can only be 
strengthened through partner-
ships with people concerned 
with the financial stabilityð 
meeting the needs for transpor-
tation, health, education, job 
stability, homes, childcare, food 
& nutritionðfor all families.  

  Our efforts to continue building 
networks of advocates based 
around each communityôs 
needs will allow for broader ef-
forts to have wider impacts for 
lasting results.  

 Our efforts. Our families. 
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FY 2007 

www.canhelp.org 
�x�� Hosted Pathways to Excellence 

(agency self-assessment training) 
for five community action agencies, 
with all five completing assessments 

on time; 

�x�� Assisted with funding for Results 
Oriented Management and Account-
ability (ROMA) certification training 
for two CAA professionals, with 

more than 20 trainees in attendance; 

�x�� Began collaborative work with Op-
portunities @ Work, a Voices for 
Children initiative focused on helping 
employers empower low-wage earn-
ers through various financial literacy 

and other support methods; 

�x�� Invited teams and completed reports 
for three network agency peer re-

views; 

�x�� Attended National Symposium on 
Poverty in Bethesda, MD�²
contributing to national campaign, 

Rooting Out Poverty; 

�x�� Provided case management training 
to more than 70 CAA and partner 

staff, hosting Dr. Beverly Ford; 

�x�� Provided community survey tool 
training session at Nebraska Head 

Start Association Conference; 

�x�� Completion of Community Service 
Block Grant-IS and National Per-
formance Indicators reports for State 

CSBG office; 

�x�� Hosted more than 50 ROMA, board 
& committee, professional alliance, 
EITC, NMIS or other statewide or 

network specific meetings. 
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Call To Action: 

Community Action of Ne-

braska supports its member 

agencies and partners in 

their efforts to strive to go 

beyond providing services to 

low income individuals, en-

couraging all Nebraskans to 

look for methods and policies 

to remove the barriers for 

family economic and social 

sufficiency. 

For More Information,  

contact:  

402-471-3714 

Mary Beth Rathe, Executive Director  

marybethrathe@canhelp.org 

Tim Wilson, MIS  

tawilson@canhelp.org 

Erin Kampbell, Statewide Projects 

Coordinator  

ekampbell@canhelp.org 

  


